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the single-largest philanthropic donation ever 
made to WSU’s Voiland College of Engineer-
ing and Architecture, and it will go towards 
building the brand new, state-of-the-art 
Schweitzer Engineering Hall at WSU’s campus 
in Pullman, Wash. 

Dr. Schweitzer is a WSU alumnus and 
former professor who has participated in years 
of research collaborations with the university. 
He is also the founder of Schweitzer Engineer-
ing Laboratories, which is Washington’s 5th 
Congressional District’s largest private em-
ployer. 

Since its founding, SEL has employed hun-
dreds of Washington State Cougars, including 
nearly 450 currently working at the company. 
This historic contribution represents an excit-
ing new chapter in a long-standing and suc-
cessful partnership between WSU and SEL 
that will undoubtedly contribute to new learn-
ing opportunities for the next generation of 
leaders, innovators, and entrepreneurs. 

I am incredibly proud of the leadership at 
WSU and SEL, and I am grateful to call the 
Schweitzers my friends. Their generous con-
tributions and unwavering commitment to the 
future leaders of our nation is vital to ushering 
in a new era of innovation that will take Amer-
ica to new heights. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing this historic partnership and 
the tremendous impact it will have for students 
in Eastern Washington. I wish them nothing 
but success as they embark on this journey 
together. 
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Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate National Small Business 
Week, which is being held this year from May 
first to the seventh. Small businesses are the 
backbone of our economy and provide so 
many Americans with the means to live their 
own American Dream. 

In my district, Pennsylvania’s Eleventh, over 
half of all workers are employed by small busi-
nesses. At the age of seventeen, I became a 
small business owner and built the company 
over twenty-five years to employ hundreds in 
family-sustaining jobs. 

I know firsthand how important it is to sup-
port a pro-small business environment, allow-
ing them to thrive. I support policies that cre-
ate opportunities for our country’s small busi-
ness owners to take risks with the knowledge 
that their success means success for the en-
tire community. 

America’s free enterprise system and entre-
preneurial spirit have allowed so many to start 
their own small business and live their Amer-
ican Dream. 

As we recognize National Small Business 
Week, we congratulate and show gratitude to 
all those entrepreneurs across our district and 
country. In addition, we thank the employees 
of the Small Business Administration who 
have helped business owners in Pennsylva-
nia’s Eleventh District access vital aid through-
out the COVID–19 pandemic. They have been 
a reliable resource to my staff, and we are 
thankful for their work. 
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Mr. ROSE. Madam Speaker, I rise to honor 
the late Millard Vaughn Oakley, one of the 
greatest Tennesseans I have ever known. He 
passed away on April 21 after an extraor-
dinary ninety-one years of life. He was a faith-
ful husband, a loving father and grandfather, 
an exemplary public servant, and a passionate 
believer in his small town and the surrounding 
region. His legacy will live on in our state’s 
history for generations. 

He was born May 11, 1930, in Overton 
County, where he resided his entire life. Mr. 
Oakley was the son of the late T.M. and 
Cordia Vaughn Oakley and was the youngest 
of seven children. He graduated from Living-
ston Academy in 1947, then attended Ten-
nessee Technological University, and earned 
a law degree from the Cumberland School of 
Law in 1951. He then went on to practice law 
for about 18 years and embarked on a lifetime 
of public service. 

Millard served one term to the Constitutional 
Convention, four terms as a State Representa-
tive, and four terms as Overton County Attor-
ney. His law experience brought him here to 
Washington in 1971, where he served as Gen-
eral Counsel for the U.S. House Select Com-
mittee on Small Business for two years before 
moving back to the Volunteer State to serve 
as State insurance Commissioner from 1975 
to 1979. 

Among his many accomplishments, Mr. 
Oakley was a business leader who played a 
key role in the economic development of the 
Upper Cumberland region. He started in life as 
a shoeshine on the Livingston Square and 
checked out as a multi-millionaire, chasing the 
excitement of the next great business deal, 
opportunity, or challenge. 

If you took a trip to Overton County, you 
wouldn’t have to look far to find someone di-
rectly blessed by Mr. Oakley. That is certainly 
true for me. 

A lifetime ago, he became friends with my 
grandfather, Guy Williams from Fentress 
County. I admired my grandfather a great deal 
and learned much from him. Grandpa Williams 
was the consummate entrepreneur. He had 
successes and failures, but the latter never 
slowed him down. It is likely the reason he 
and Mr. Oakley hit it off so well. When my 
grandfather passed away, I lost a great men-
tor. 

Years later, I became acquainted with my 
grandfather’s old friend, Millard Oakley. In-
stinctively, I was drawn to him, and he was 
kind enough to show me the courtesy of being 
interested in my life. Eventually, a friendship 
grew out of an acquaintance and later this 
friend became one of my most trusted men-
tors and advisers. 

We come from opposing political parties. I 
am a Conservative Republican. He was a 
Southern Democrat, but that never impeded 
his willingness to encourage me or hear me 
out. Our debates and disagreements were al-
ways cordial. There was never a time when I 
did not glean something valuable from a con-
versation I had with him. He cared and be-
lieved in me, and that meant the world. Count-

less Tennesseans would say the same about 
this mighty man. There was not a person in 
the entire town who Mr. Oakley did not en-
deavor to know. Whether you were the gas 
station clerk, a sheriff’s deputy, or a student— 
you mattered to Millard Oakley. 

What I will always miss is his most sincere 
compassion. He gave life to the dreams of 
many. His generosity will live on through his 
numerous funds and scholarships to multiple 
schools and foundations. You’ll find many 
buildings at Cumberland University and Ten-
nessee Tech bearing the name Oakley for 
their strong support of higher education. In 
2015, the Oakleys donated Hartsaw Cove 
Farm, equaling about 1,400 acres in size, 
along with the farm livestock and equipment, 
to Tennessee Tech. That gift was estimated to 
be worth more than $9 million. 

As you venture down Interstate 40 in 
Cookeville and exit to State Route 111, you 
will find yourself on ‘‘Millard Vaughn Oakley 
Parkway,’’ the main thoroughfare into the town 
so dearly loved by this treasure of a Ten-
nessean. Up that State Route, you will find an 
impressive public library giving children and 
adults access to thousands of books and a 
new, magnificent county building, each made 
possible by Mr. and Mrs. Oakley. 

You will also see a modest office in a sin-
gle-story office complex, which is also home to 
the local radio station bearing his name, 
where he worked most days he was in town. 
You will also see First National Bank—his 
bank and a major employer in the region. It 
was through his financial institutions that he 
helped several small business owners expand 
and thrive. 

Today, I sit in the emptiness of loss. I grieve 
in the void left by a giant. There is no replac-
ing Millard Oakley, only honoring him by being 
better, doing better, and leaving this world a 
little better. In memory of a great Tennessean, 
who did it better than anyone I have ever 
known, I pray that we will each take up the 
mantle and leave our communities a little bet-
ter than we found them. 

f 

SCORE FOR SMALL BUSINESS ACT 
OF 2022 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 6450 the SCORE for Small 
Business Act of 2022 which would: 

reauthorize $13.5 million for the program for 
two years; 

ensure the SBA prevents abuse and misuse 
of funds; and 

expand counseling and training programs to 
provide online webinars, electronic mentoring 
platforms and online toolkits to better serve 
small businesses. 

The SCORE program provides vital men-
toring and education programs for business 
owners and entrepreneurs. 

SCORE is dedicated to helping small busi-
ness owners plan, launch, manage and grow 
their businesses. The programs volunteers 
also give continuous advice and support to the 
firms. 

Almost 97 percent of businesses in the 
greater Houston area have fewer than 500 
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